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. ͤ• K  RoRtaracacy 


N the 3d of Auguft, 1772,” 
the Corporation firſt aſſem- 
bled at the Tho/ſel,- purſuant to an 
Act of Parliament made in the Seſ- " 
ſions of the 11th and 12th Years o 
his Majeſty's. Reign. — Dr. I illiam 8 
Clement, Vice Provoſt of Trinity" © | 
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Gollege, and one of the Repreſen- 


tatives in Parliament for the City 


of Dublin, preſided at the firſt | 
Meeting, oh 


ON the th of December, 1772, 


| Alderman Richard French, at that 
Time Lord Mayor of the City of 


Dublin, was requeſted to take up- 


on him the Office of Treaſurer to 


the Corporation without any Sa- 
lary; and conſenting thereto, he 


was elected to the Office for one 
Vear, and gave Security, by Bond 


and Warrant, for the faithful Diſ- 


charge of the Truſt: At the End 


of the Year he was re-elected, 
having received the Thanks of the 


Corporation for his many good 


Services. 


1 
February löth, 1773, the Corpo- 
ration defired that thirteen Perſons 
ſhould be eleted by a Veſtry in 
each Pariſh, under the Name of a 
Parochial Committee, who might cor- 


reſpond and co-operate with the 
Corporation in executing the Law. 


Tn Corporation having refoly- 
ed to put the Law in Force from 
and after the firſt Day of May, 
175735 requeſted: the parochial Com- 


mittees to enquire into the Situation 
of the Poor in their reſpective Pa- 


riſhes; and the Names of Nine 
Hundred and Seventy Perſons, 
whom they judged helpleſs and un- 
able to maintain themſelves by 
Labour, being returned by them to 
the Corporation, Badges and Li- 
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cences to beg were granted to thoſe 
Perſons for the Term of ſix Months. 


Tux granting of Badges and Li- 
cences was a neceſſary Step towards 
aſcertaining the Number, Charac- 
ters and Circumſtances of the Poor; 
and as it ſerved to diſtinguiſh real 
Objects of Charity from Vagrants 
and ſturdy Beggars, it operated 27 
fully, by ſecuring in ſome Degree 
to the former their natural Right to 
the Alms and Aſſiſtance of the 
opulent Part of the Community, 
and by reducing the latter to the 
Neceflity of betaking themſelves to 
Labour, in Proportion as the Trade 
of Begging became leſs gainful ; 
and theſe were the immediate good 
Effects of diſtinguiſhing the Poor 
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by Means of Badges and Licences. 
— Many People ſeeing the Equity 
and good Policy of ſuch a Regula- 
lation, and laying it down as a Rule 
not to give Alms to any Beggars 
who appeared without the legal 
Credentials of their Poverty and In- 
ability, IN 


In order to raiſe a Fund for the 
Support of an Inſtitution, the Uti- 
lity of which was every Day be- 
coming more conſpicuous, his Grace 
the Archbiſhop of Dublin, at the 
Requeſt of the Corporation, recom- 
mended it to the Miniſters of the 
ſeveral Pariſhes in the County of 
the City of Dublin, to preach Charity 
Sermons on Sunday the ſecond Day 
of May, 1773, and the Sum collect- 
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ed in Con fequence of thoſe Sermons, 
before the zoth of July, 1773. 
amounted to 30445. 185. 2d. Sterling. 


Tur Corporation having acquired 
ſo conſiderable a Fund, reſolved im- 
mediately to eftabliſh an Houſe of 
Induſtry purſuant to the Direction 
of the Law, and they conceived 
very. fanguine Hopes of the Suceeſs 
of ſuch an Eftabliſhment, Mr. Bzxy. 
Hava ro of A/b-/treet, an eminent 
Silk and woollen Manufacturer, hav- 
ing underiaken (at the Requeſt of the 
Corporati on, and after many. Conferences 
with them on the Subject, ) to execute 
in Perſon the coercive Part of the 
Law againſt Vagabonds and ſturdy 
Beggars; and alſo to ſuperintend 
the Buſineſs and Operations of the 
Houſe, and to point out Employ- 

ment 
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ment for all Perſons received into 
it, and to take Care that they 
ſhould be inſtructed and directed in 
the ſeveral Kinds of Work, with- 
out deſiring any Neward from the 
Fund of the Corporation for ſo bene- 
ficial an Undertaking, or expecting 
any other Return for his Trouble 
and Attendance, than that they 
ſhould REPRESENT His SERVICES 
To PARLIAMENT, 


Mr. HoucnuTon has received 
the repeated Thanks of the Cor- 
poration, for his ſpirited Conduct 
in executing the coercive Powers 
of the Law, and for his regular 
and uſeful Superintendance and Di- 
rection of the Buſineſs of the Houſe. 
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Ix the mean Time, until an 


Houſe large enough for the recepti- 


on, as well of the helpleſs Poor, 


as of the Sturdy and Idle, could 


be provided, the Corporation pro- 
ceeded to execute the penal Part of 
the Law againſt the latter, by 
committing them to Bridewell; the 
Uſe of which being granted by the 
Corporation of the City of Dublin 


for that Purpoſe, it was fitted and 


furniſhed at a ' conſiderable Ex- 


pence; and at preſent notorious 


Offenders, and ſuch Perſons as 
diſturb the Peace of the Houſe of 
Induſtry are ſent thither. 


O the 8th of November, 1793, | 
The Heuſe of Induſtry in Channel- 
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row was opened, and ſuch of the 
Poor as had been badged and li- 
cenſed to beg, were informed that 
it was ready for their Reception: 
But, notwithſtanding they were 
repeatedly invited to come into it, 
and there to accept the comfortable 
Proviſion made for them by the 
humane and generous Public, not 
more than 235 Perſons, and thoſe 
the moſt Infirm and Helplefs, out 
of the 970 who had ſolicited and 
obtained Badges and Licences, de- 
fired to be admitted, — a circum- 
ſtance, which ſhews that an Houſe 
of Induſtry is the proper Teſt of 
the Temper and real Situation of 

common 
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common Beggars; and affords a 
ttriking Proof of the Truth of 
what is commonly obſerved, via. 
that Beggary is the natural Off- 
ſpring of Lazineſs;” it being cer- 
tain, that few among ſo many 
Hundred who rejected convenient 
Lodging, Food and- Raiment, had 
any Reaſon for fo doing but 


merely this, that they foreſaw 
that they muſt in their new Si- 


tuation, go to Work, according to 


their Abilities, and by a reaſonable 


Degree of Labour contribute tq 
their own Maintenance. 


_ It the annexed State of the Fund, 


there is no Notice taken of the 


Materials 


is ] 


Materials of | Induſtry; or of the 
Produce of the Labour of the Poor; 
becauſe: very little has been pro- 
duced, or indeed could be expected 
from the Labour of : Perſons, who, 
generally ſpeaking, were grown old 
in Idleneſs and Ignerance; and the 
little which was produced, has been 
expended for their Inſtruction i in the 
ſeveral Branches of Work. Hitherto 
they have been in a Kind of Ap- 
prenticeſhip, rather learning than 
labouring. In future Time, their 
Labour, it 1s hoped, will be of 
conſiderable Value. 


Tu Houſe, which is very ſpa- 
cious, is divided into Wards, for 
5 the 


the purpoſes of ſeparating the 
Sexes, and claſſing the Objects 
according to their Age, State of 
Health, Diſpoſition and Ability. 
Two Infirmaries are appointed, one 
for Males, the other for Females; 
and are regularly attended by 
Doctor Rainey and Doctor Foſter, 
and by Surgeon Swift and Sur- 
geon Henthorn, wir Hour any RE. 


WARD. 


SiNcE the Opening of the 
Houſe 57/5 Perſons of both Sexes 
| have been taken into it; of whom 
238 have died, and 118 have been 
diſcharged; upon giving an Aſſur- 
| 5 rance 


1 
rance that they would betake them. 
' felves to Labour; — and there re- 
main in the Houſe 419. 


Som E of | thoſe Objects were ſink- 
ing under old Age and Infirmity at 
the Time of their Admiſſion, and 
others labouring under Diſeaſes o- 
caſioned by Cold and Hunger. By 
far the greater Part of them were 
deſtitute of neceſſary Cloathing, and 
all, without Exception, dirty and 
offenſive. Thoſe that remain in 
the Houſe have undergone a very 
happy Alteration. Many of them 
have received ſufficient Cloathing.— 
They all ſleep and eat in Cleanli- 
neſs and Comfort,—Such as are able 
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to work, are uſefully employed, and 


in general they are become a tole- 
rably decent and regular Family. 


Divine Service is performed in the 


Houſe at ſtated Times, and the Mi- 


niſters of Religion, of all Denomi- 
nations, yiſit occaſionally thoſe that 


deſire their Aſſiſtance. 


Tur Corporation willingly ſubmit 
their Proceedings to the Candor of 


the Public, to whom they conſider 


themſelves as accountable for the 
application of a Fund, ariſing whol- 


ly from their voluntary and liberal 


Contributions. — And they chearful- 
ly lay hold on this Opportunity or 


UN ANIMOUSLY expreſſing their moſt 
| grateful 


11 29. 


grateful Thanks to their worthy . 


Member, the Rev. RicHaRD 
 WoopwarDd, LL. D. Dean of 
Clogher, and Miniſter of the Pariſh 
of St. Werburgb in the City of Dub- 
kn, to whoſe juſt and ſpirited 
« Argument * in Favour of the 
Poor of Ireland,” they in a great 
Meaſure aſcribe the preſent Infti- 


tution for their Relief, and by 


Means of whoſe active Zeal and 
conſtant Attendance at the Meet- 
ings of the Corporation, the Buſi- 
neſs has been greatly promoted, 
and the Principles of the Inſtitu- 


tion fully diſcuſſed and explained. 


® See the Pamphlet on this Subject republiſhed 
by Order of the Dublin Society, 
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1 774. 1 
| State of the FUND of the C vr poration 
inſtituted for the Relief of the Poor, 


and for puniſhing Vagabonds and 
| .- ſturdy Beggars, in the County 9 
the City of Dublin. 


March 25.] To Caſh received . 5. 4. 
by the general Collection 62 
made in Conſequence of the 
Charity Sermons preached 
the 2d of May, 1773, and 
by ſubſequent Benefactions 
and annual Subſcriptions, 
and by Intereſt for Part of 
the principal Sum lent on 
proper Securities — — 4066 16 1 
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March 25.] By Diſburſe- 


ments for Advertiſements, 
and in badging, licenſing, 


and otherwiſe providing for 
the Poor, before the Houſe 
of Induſtry in Channel-row 
was opened — | — 


By repairing and fitting the 


Houle of Induſtry in Chan- 


nel. r, and erecting a 
new Building — — 
By Beds and Bed-cloaths — 


Total — 

By Proviſions ſince the 8th of 
November, 1773, when the 
Houſe of Induſtry in Chan- 
nel-row was opened — 
By Cloathing, the greater 
Part of the Objects who 
were taken in being almoſt 
naked — — — 


By the Apothecary's Bill for 


Medicines — — 


By Officers Salaries, and Pay- 
ments made to Perſons em- 


ployed to inſtruct the Poor 


in the different Branches of 
Labour — = — 
Ballance, by Securities in the 
Hands of the Treaſurer for 
Sums put out to Intereſt 


Total 


Cr. | 


411 0112 


1263 16 
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2086 19 
565 18 


265 18 


9 12 


46 8 


1091 18 
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